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During an early celebration of Kwanzaa on Tuesday, students and professors in the Department of African Studies lit candles as part of the Lifting 


Up the Lights that Last Ceremony. 


BLACK, RED AND GREEN 
ALL OVER 


Students gathered for the 28th 
pre-Kwanzaa celebration 

held by the Department of 
Africana Studies. 


By Alyssa Casiano and Helen Sandoval 
Staff Writer 


Community members dressed in color- 
ful dashikis filled the stage in the Univer- 
sity Student Union Ballroom Tuesday to 
get an early start celebrating Kwanzaa with 
songs of spiritual tidings and appreciation 
of African culture. 

The event began at noon and featured 
a sermon from the creator the holiday, 
Maulana Karenga, professor and chair for 
the department of Africana Studies at Cal 
State Long Beach. 

Kwanzaa is an African American and 
pan-African holiday celebrated from Dec. 
26 to Jan 1, and was created by Karenga 
in 1966. The intention is to reconnect Af- 
rican-Americans with their roots through 
cultural recovery and reconstruction. 

“The purpose of Kwanzaa was to re- 
affirm rootedness in African culture,’ 
Karenga said. “It was created to reinforce 
the bonds between African People and 
meditate on being African” 

Professors of the department discussed 
the meaning and cultural value of why the 
holiday is recognized. 

Faculty presented the audience with 
the history and significance of Kwanzaa 
through a video, slideshows, speeches, 
cultural expressions and a final ceremony. 

Chimbuko Tembo, Africana Studies ad- 
ministrative support coordinator, said she 


Creator of Kwanzaa and professor at Long 
Beach, Maulana Karenga, held an early cele- 
bration for the holiday in the USU Ballrooms. 


The purpose of 
Kwanzaa was to 
: reaffirm root- 
edness in African culture. 

It was created to reinforce 
the bonds between African 
People and meditate on 


being African.” 


has a close connection with the holiday. 

“I celebrate Kwanzaa every year, I’ve 
celebrated it for 40 years now,’ said Tem- 
bo. “We gather with our friends and rel- 
atives. We reestablish our connection and 
relationship with them to celebrate what it 
means to be African American.” 

The event consisted of speakers, mu- 
sic, poetry and a variety of African foods 
known as Karamu. 

“It’s all about reinforcing the fact that 
we are African people,’ Tembo said. “Yes, 
we live in America but we understand that 
we are African people and we are enforc- 
ing that. That’s the beautiful thing about 
Kwanzaa, in all our diversity and all unity 
we are celebrating the fact that we are Af- 
rican.” 

At the start of the celebration, Uche 
Ugawueze, lecturer in the Africana Studies 
department, gave a Tambika also known 
as a libation, which is a liquid is poured 
out as a tribute to their ancestors. 

Ugawueze held a Kikombe Cha Umoja, 
also known as the Unity Cup, and began to 
pour libation, a traditional drink used as 
an offering which represents remembering 
and commemorating the ancestors who 
came before them. 

Throughout the introduction, there 
were two acts of cultural expression which 
represented the “celebration of the good.” 

This part of the celebration celebrates 
the things we have in life such as family, 
culture and community. 

Students Cheyenne Lowden and Raven 
Adams sang “Nothing Can Come Between 
Us” and “Young, Gifted and Black,” respec- 
tively. 


see KWANZAA, page 2 


CHRISTOPHER COOK 


Death 
threat 
suspect 
held on 
bail 


Suspect in La Raza 
death threat case faces 
felony charges and a 
recently added firearm- 
related misdemeanor. 


By Kat Schuster 
News Editor 


After racially discriminating 
rhetoric and death threats were 
made to La Raza Student Associa- 
tion through Facebook comments, 
a man remains in custody facing 
felony charges and a hefty bail of 
$275,000. 

University Police ended a three 
month cybercrime investigation 
after arresting 40-year-old Chris- 
topher Cook of Fountain Valley on 
Nov. 11 at 8:30 a.m. 

According to the L.A. Times, 
Cook had previously been on pro- 
bation for a vandalism charge in 
2009. 

On Sept. 17, members of La Raza 
reported Cook to UPD for making 
death threats to student officers and 
one of their advisors on their Face- 
book page. 

“The cybercrime was carefully 
and methodically investigated,” said 
Jeff Bliss, director of media and dig- 
ital news at Cal State Long Beach. 
“Because the case is now pending 


see THREAT, page 2 
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host the celebration and discussed why 
Kwanzaa is significant to the campus. 

The weeklong holiday gathers friends, 
families and communities together and 
is organized around The Seven Principles 
also known as The Nguzo Saba. 

Each principle is represented by each 
candle on the kinara, or candle holder. 

The candles represent the colors of 
Kwanzaa — black, red and green — each 
carrying different meanings. The black 
candle stands for the people, red is for 


principles they were lighting up, the audi- 
ence repeated each principle in both Swa- 
hili and English. 

“Dr. Kerenga enforced the Nguzo Saba 
more so for the black community because 
it deals with cooperative work ethic,” said 
president of Africana Studies Student As- 
sociation, Malaysia Cooper. 

“From my eyes, it’s your guide on those 
who aren't very religious or have guidance, 


it’s your basic principles you should live 
by.” 


* Paip ADVERTISEMENT * 


What Your Teachers Never Taught You 
Thankfulness 
Dr. George A. Kuck (galbertk@aol.com) 
This is the last article that I will be publishing this year. I hope that it helped you think. I am 
disappointed that you don't challenge and engage me on what I write. I love civil feedback on 
what you are thinking. Try to make a New Year's resolution to e-mail me with your comments 
and challenges 

How many of you recognized tomorrow is Pearl Harbor Day? It is 76 years since our fleet was 
attacked and sunk at anchor. I am thankful for my parents and their friends who fought and died 
to keep us free. You may wish to thank a veteran. 

Iam thankful for the 49er staff that has helped me for the past 4 years that I have been bought 
this publishing space. They treat me professionally, Bev, you are a jewel. 

I am thankful that the revolution that we had in this election did not turn more violent. This 
country was built on civil discussion and only had one war when two parts of the country could 
not agree on slavery. I am thankful my great grandfather wore the Blue Uniform of the North. 
For my ex-student, the blue uniforms were worn by Republicans who died to free the slaves. 
President Lincoln was a Republican. Twenty-five percent thought Lincoln was a Democrat! I 
am not thankful that the leftists in this country cannot still accept that President Trump thumped 
Hillary Clinton in the election. We need to resolve our differences in civil discussion, not violent 
action. Did any conservatives riot when President Obama was elected? 

I'm an evangelical Christian. Thus I am thankful for God and I follow Him and His Word, the 
Bible. Christians are trained to be thankful even when they hurt such as when I visited my term 
friend in the VA hospital near CSULB and when my dog died at 13. We are allowed to mourn the 
loss of our friends, our parents, and parts of our lives. Be thankful for your trials because they help 
you grow. Use your trials in school to help you. 

Finally, for what are you thankful? Let me wish you all Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. Iam thankful for you all. As Tiny Tim told Scrooge in Dicken’s Christmas Carol, “God Bless 
Us, Every One? 
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ing felony charges. 

His first court appearance was on 
Nov. 22 at the Governor George Deu- 
kmejian Courthouse in Long Beach 
and charges included five counts of 
penal code 422, criminal threats with 
an enhancement of hate crime. 

Penal code 422 states that it is 
against the law to willfully threaten 
a person with death or bodily harm. 
The case is currently being handled 
by the district attorney's office and 


Cook also pled not guilty to this 
charge, and currently remains in cus- 
tody with an expected court date of 
Dec. 20. 

According to Detective Chris- 
topher Brown of university police, 
Cook said that he “didn’t mean” his 
threat against the student association 
online. 

La Raza declined to comment on 
this story. 

This story will be updated. 


JOIN THE WATCH 
RA RECRUITMENT 


DO YOU WANT TO BE A RESIDENT ASSISTANT 
FOR THE 2017-18 ACADEMIC YEAR? 
Applications are available as of 
November 3rd, 2017 
Applications close January 26, 2018 


You must attend one of the RA Information 
Sessions below to apply for the RA position: 


Thursday, November 9, 7:00pm-8:00pm: RA Information 


Session (Hillside, Los Cerritos Classroom) 


7 


Monday, November 13, 7:00pm-8:00pm: RA Information 
session (Beachside MPR) 


Wednesday, November 15, 2:00pm-3:00pm: RA 
Information Session (USU 205ABC) 


Tuesday, December 5, 7:00pm: RA Information Session 
(Beachside College Multipurpose Room) 


Monday, December 4, 7:00pm: RA Information Session 
(Hillside College, Los Cerritos Classroom) 


Wednesday, December 6, 7:00pm: RA Information Session 
(Parkside College Dining Patio) 


Please apply through the following link: 
https: //orgsync.com/139314/foerms/ 289360 
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WEATHER 


Santa Ana winds roar through Southern California 


By Laura J. Nelson, Matt Hamil- 
ton and Alene Tchekmedyian 
Los Angeles Times 


VENTURA - A series of San- 
ta Ana wind-driven wildfires 
burned out of control in Southern 
California on Tuesday, destroying 
more than 100 homes, forcing 
thousands to flee and smothering 
the region with smoke in what 
officials predicted would be a 
pitched battle for days. 

In Ventura, flames consumed 
dozens of stucco-and-tile homes 
along tidy streets and cul-de-sacs. 
Propane tanks exploded and fan 
palms became ragged torches 
lofting fiery debris hundreds of 
yards. 

By morning, an estimated 150 
structures were destroyed in 
scenes reminiscent of the dead- 
ly October firestorm that tore 
through Santa Rosa. 

But late Tuesday, Cal Fire offi- 
cials said the number of homes 
burned in Ventura County could 
grow by hundreds. 

As other fires erupted through- 
out the region, officials were 
quickly facing a triage situation. 

The Creek fire broke out in the 
San Gabriel Mountain foothills 
before dawn and forced thou- 


Al Seib | Los Angeles Times 


Wearing his Christmas garb Justin Ekback watches as firefighters fight to save multi-million dollar homes along 
Cobblestone Drive near Foothill Road and North Victoria Avenue Tuesday after a fast-moving, wind-fueled wild- - 
fire swept into Ventura destroying many homes, burning over 45,000 acres and forcing 27,000 people to evacuate. 


sands to flee the Sylmar and Lake 
View Terrace sections, burning 
30 homes and quickly becoming 
one of the largest fires in modern 
Los Angeles history. 

Authorities closed almost 20 
miles of the 210 Freeway to al- 
low additional firefighting crews 
to stream into the area, as thick 
smoke from 11,000 acres of 


charred chaparral billowed over 
the San Fernando Valley and 
prompted unhealthy air warnings 
as far away as Santa Monica and 
Malibu. 

By 10 a.m., a third fire ignited, 
this time in the Santa Clarita Val- 
ley, north of Los Angeles. It did 
not threaten homes but prompt- 
ed the closure of Interstate 5. At 1 


p.m. a fire in the San Bernardino 
foothills threatened the city’s Cal- 


ifornia State University campus | 


and prompted the closure of the 
215 Freeway. 

Smaller fires broke out in Riv- 
erside and Ontario. 

Gov. Jerry Brown declared a 
state of emergency in Ventura 
County. 


“This fire is very dangerous and 
spreading rapidly, but we'll con- 
tinue to attack it with all we've 
got,’ Brown said. “It’s critical resi- 
dents stay ready and evacuate im- 
mediately if told to do so” 

The National Weather Service 
called it “the strongest and lon- 
gest duration Santa Ana wind 
event we have seen so far this sea- 
son.” 

The last time powerful Santa 
Ana winds lasted three days, the 
agency said, was in 2007, when 
wildfires destroyed thousands of 
homes and killed 10 people as 
they swept down foothills from 
Santa Barbara to Baja California. 

Although Southern California 
had a relatively quiet fire season 
until Monday, the state has suf- 
fered its deadliest year to date 
because of the fires in Northern 
California's wine country in Oc- 
tober that killed at least 44 people 
and burned down 10,000 struc- 
tures. 

That backdrop sharpened the 
anxiety of residents in evacuation 
zones ‘Tuesday. 

In the mountains and foot- 
hills above Ventura, the Thomas 
fire burned 45,550 acres, forcing 
27,000 people to flee as it burned 
toward the heart of the historic 
coastal city. 


SAVE TIME - SAVE MONEY 


Take a transferable course in just 4 weeks 
at GOLDEN WEST COLLEGE for only $46 per unit 


WINTER 


INTERSESSIO 


ENROLL NOW 


Golden West College Course 


ANTHG100 | Intro to Cultural Anthropology 
ANTHG185 | Physical Anthropology 


COMM G110 


ART G100 Introduction To Art 
COMM G100 | Interpersonal Communication i 


Public Speaking 


ENGLG100 Freshman Composition bid 


HIST G170 
HIST G175 
HLED G100 


MUS G101 
PHIL G100 
PSC! G180 
PSYC G100 
PSYC G118 
$0C G100 


Personal Health 


acco [tating teats 
e010 | Wot ego eoraty | 
ison Sioa | 


iterators | 


Introduction to Philosophy ' 


American Government 


Co 
nance aSeidoy | 
Feacim [ist aprottiecrena 


More courses are offered that transfer as CSU GE or elective credits. 


Transfers to CSULB as: 


www.goldenwestcollege.edu 
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Tom Gufrey, above, poses beside his three favorite signs that advocate freedom, kindness and chemistry. He proudly explains the meaning behind numerous papers that have found their 


home in his office, below. 


PROFILE 


Four decades at the beach 


Chemistry professor ‘Tom 
Gufrey spreads the message 
of kindness to his students. 


By Sommer Dalton 
Contributing Writer 


At the start of every class, a familiar 
sign greets the students in professor Tom 
Gufrey’s Chemistry 100 class. The worn- 
out black background and bold white 
lettering read only two words: kindness 
matters. 

This is the message Gufrey teaches his 
students above all else. Whether it’s pay- 
ing for their textbooks or engaging his 
class to make lessons more enjoyable, it’s 
the one theme in the chemistry profes- 
sor’s classes. 

”Of all the things in life - this is num- 
ber one,’ Gufrey said. “We put this sign 
up everyday just as a way to show kind- 
ness to people” 

With over 40 years of teaching at Cal 
State Long Beach, Gufrey works to teach 
not just chemistry lessons, but the lesson 
of kindness. 

The professor can still recall when 
chemistry first piqued his interest. He re- 
counted one day in 1962 when he decid- 
ed to do an experiment of his own during 
lecture his junior year of high school. 

“There was a beaker and a bottle of 
concentrated nitric acid by me and I had 
an old penny,’ said Gufrey. “I thought, 
“You know, I wonder what would hap- 
pen?” 

Gufrey proceeded to place the penny 
in the beaker then pour nitric acid on 
top of it. Gas began rolling off the table 
onto the floor creating a reaction Gufrey 
could only describe as beautiful — but 
was actually toxic nitrogen dioxide. He 


was transfixed by the gas until his teacher 
turned around to see what he was doing. 

“When Brother Wilfred saw it he right- 
fully exploded with anger; Gufrey said. 
“I was suspended of course. And even 
then I just thought this 
is so neat. I have to be- 
come a chemist.” 

Now, Gufrey con- 
tinues to base his 
Chemistry 100 lec- 
tures around three 
main things: engaging 
demonstrations, his 
“Johnny Carson” sense 
of humor and above all 
else, kindness. 

Chelsey Austria, a 
second year psychology major and stu- 
dent of Gufrey’s, said he once helped her 
pay for her class workbook after a mix up 
in the library. 

“I basically ended up needing to pay 
a difference between the used price of 


his teaching.” 


He really cares 

about the stu- 

dent’s educa- 
tional growth, and it shows 
in the way he approaches 


Kensaku Nakayama 


[the book] and how much it would cost 
to buy the workbook new, Austria said. 
“Professor Gufrey ended up paying the 
difference for me just out of the kind- 
ness of his heart and from seeing me go 

through such a strug- 
le? 

Austria expressed 
what she thought set 
Gufrey apart from oth- 
er professors. 

“For starters, he al- 
ways implements kind- 
ness into class,’ Austria 
said. “And he’s very fun 
to be around. He also 
applies the material to 
real life situations, not 
only in words but literally through the 
demos we've done.” 

The demos Austria refers to are the 
demonstrations Gufrey puts on almost 
every class meeting, and one of the 
things he’s known for. 


gq 


“All the demos he sets up take a lot of 
time and effort to do,’ fellow chemistry 
professor Dr. Kensaku Nakayama said. 

Nakayama has been teaching along- 
side Gufrey for about 30 years. He said 
Gufrey’s fun and open personality makes 
him a breath of fresh air-in the work en- 
vironment, something Nakayama looks 
forward to everyday. 

“He's putting in a tremendous amount 
of his own personal resources in order 
to get these labs and experiments set up 
every week in the lectures,” Nakayama 
said. “I don’t think I’ve seen an instructor 
that goes to that extent. He really cares 
about the student’s educational growth, 
and it shows in the way he approaches 
his teaching,” 

Gufrey’s approach to teaching is gen- 
uine, making it hard for students not to 
be pulled in by his good sense of humor, 
charm and welcoming aura. 

“Tve taken chemistry before but I’ve 
never had a professor like him} said 
Charlene Dethiefsen, fifth year health 
science major currently enrolled in his 
class. “It's like watching a performance 
when you're in there. He keeps it lively 
and he’s comical. Other chemistry classes 
I've been to are pretty dry.” 

Dethiefsen compared Gufrey’s demon- 
strations to her childhood memories of 
watching “Bill Nye The Science Guy” on 
television. She said she can’t help but feel 
reminiscent when watching him teach. 

“There's just something nostalgic and 
very sweet about his teaching style? De- 
thiefsen said. “At times it kind of reminds 
me of theater. Like you're watching a per- 
formance and trying to interpret it” 

Gufrey’s message has remained the 
same throughout his 40 years of teach- 
ing. Even when the lessons of chemistry 
fade, his students will remember one 
thing from his classes: kindness matters. 
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t was a clothing free-for-all in the 
University Student Union Tuesday 
as dozens of students took home 
their picks from an assortment of 
donated clothing at the Associated 
Student, Inc. event “Swap don’t Shop.” 

Clothing came from students and orga- 
nizations stuffed in large bags from stu- 
dents and Beach Pantry’s Swap Shop. 

“People bring in anything that’s just 
been clutter taking up room in their 
closet; said Melissa Mejia, an ASI sena- 
tor who organized the event. “So people 
might just be coming in because they 
need an outfit or something, not nec- 
essarily because they have anything to 
donate but just because they need some- 
thing. And then there’s people that just 
dropped off donations and don’t need any 
more clothing” 

Donating one’s clothing was not a re- 
quirement to reap the rewards from this 
first come, first served event. Anyone 
could take home the clothing laid out on 
plastic pop-up tables. 

“All we ask is name and email address; 
Mejia, the fourth year political science 
major said. “That's the best part about 
this. You can literally find out about it an 
hour into the event and you can still come 
and join” 

This event provided a convenient space 
for students to clear out their closets while 
offering the pleasure of finding their next 
favorite outfit. 

“My closet was definitely overflowing,’ 
said undeclared freshman Sydney Tripo- 
li, who donated four bags of clothes. “My 
stuff went in like two seconds though. 
There's like one thing left” 

Unlike Beach Pantry’s Swap Shop, 


fy Sy 
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Hunter Lee | Daily 49er 
Students could exchange their clothes with other donated items at ASI’s “Swap don’t Shop” 
Tuesday. 


Swap ‘til you drop 


Students filled their backpacks with donated 
clothing at ASI’s “Swap don’t Shop.” 


By Cheantay Jensen & 
ae Samantha Diaz sae 
Staff Writers 


which only permits students to take 
home five non-food items, “Swap don’t 
Shop” allowed students to take home as 
many items as they wished — or as much 
as they could stuff in their backpacks. 


= 


“I don’t want to [limit] this event be- 
cause everyone’ needs are different,’ Me- 
jia said. “I would hope that people only 
take what they need so that everyone else 
can benefit too, that’s kind of what this is 


FAST TRACK 
YOUR DEGREE 


Complete one course in just five short weeks! 


Winter 2018 Session 
JAN. 2 > FEB: 2 


mi set 


ONLINE CLASSES AVAILABLE _ 


Ranictratian Onanc Nai 
hegistratjon Opens Nov. 


www.locc.edu 
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about, making sure everyone is able to 
benefit” 

Mejia emphasized that one of the 
plusses of the event was to give worn-out 
or damaged clothing a second chance be- 
fore meeting its end in a trash bin. 

Anna Eyfer, a double major in child de- 
velopment and family life education was 
one of many students to get in the cloth- 
ing recycling spirit, stopping by to grab 
some comfortable T-shirts for working 
out. 

“T wish I knew about it to donate,’ Ey- 
fer said. “If I had known about it I would 
have donated here instead of at H&M. I 
didn’t know there were events like this 
here.” 

Students rummaged through the tables 
of jeans, sweaters and dresses waiting to 
find a piece of clothing that caught their 
eye. 

Nicole Hakim, a creative writing mas- 
ters student struck gold when she came in 
with a friend to drop off clothing and left 
with a bag filled with more clothes than 
she had donated. 

“I saw the flyer by the library, Hakim 
said. “It said bring clothes, and I was like 
‘yeah I can do that? I'm not done [shop- 
ping] yet.” 

Mejia said she considered the event a 
success and has already started planning 
for the next one. 

“T’ve already had some people reach out 
about kind of expanding the event and 
next semester I'm going to try and do a 
household item swap,’ Mejia said. “Like 
kitchen items, lamps or furniture” 

Any clothes remaining after the event 
were donated to the thrift store Out of the 
Closet and Beach Pantry’s Swap Shop. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
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The fight for the internet 


Net neutrality is in danger 
of being repealed as a vote 
Dec. 14 will either keep it 
or remove it entirely. 


By Matthew Ramirez 
Contributing Writer 


he internet we have all 
grown up with is now in 
danger by the people we 
elected to watch over it. 
And our generation — 
the millennial generation — needs 
to make its voice heard. We have 
known the internet our whole lives, 
and this vote to remove net neutral- 
ity will impact all of our lives for the 
worse if passed. 
The net neutrality legislation was 
enacted by former President Barack 
Obama in 2015. It prohibited a mo- 
nopoly on internet service in order 
to allow what users are entitled to: 
the free flow of content. 
Journalism professor Teresa Puente, 
who has been following the net neu- 
trality case, warned that if these by- 
lines are repealed, it could mean so 
much corporate manipulation that 
the internet becomes filtered based 
on preferences of CEOs. It can also 
mean the prevention of innovation; 
there may not be a new Snapchat or 
Twitter for who knows how long. 
“You can build something, but if 
people don't have that information 
highway to see, it’s restricted infor- 
mation,’ Puente said. 
A free and fast internet shouldn't be 
barred by a paywall, and we need to 
stop being treated as consumers or 
numbers on a spreadsheet and start 
being treated as the people we are. 
Corporations have to stop marching 
their business ventures into our lives 
and charging us every chance they 
get. 


Daily 49er 


Martin Krolikowski | The Zimbabwean Progressive 


On July 12, a coalition of websites, technology companies, digital rights organizations, and Internet users in the United States 
joined forces to defend a democratizing idea that matters for Zimbabwe, especially in the final months of Robert Mugabe’s dicta- 


torship: net neutrality. 


Which begs the question: how much 
farther will corporate America go to 
spread its business influence? When 
will enough be enough for people to 
collectively gather and respond? 
Evan Greer, campaign director 

for net neutrality group Fight For 
The Future, explains his support 

in a Snopes article by stating that 
those who support the right to free 
speech and the freedom of expres- 
sion should support net neutrality 
because it prevents companies like 
Comcast from blocking or censoring 
online content. 

Greer makes a great point. Net 
neutrality is preventing telecom 
companies from restricting online 
freedoms. For internet providers to 
restrict websites and content with a 
paywall is a step against the free flow 
of information that every American 
with a internet access enjoys. It is a 
step against every American's right 
to free speech by restricting the 


itorial that was published on Nov. 29, “The internet is in dange 
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words and ideas of others on the 
internet, to view and publish their 
own content. This long-appreciated 
idea is now in danger of no longer 
existing. 

This is important in regards to edu- 
cation; how will students access the 
sources they need for their papers? 
How will professors design their 
classes under these new restrictions? 
Will the university need to address 
these regulations for their own 
websites? This is something that will 
affect more than just consumers. It 
will change the way everyone will 
use the internet, and it cannot be 
exploited like this. 

Net neutrality is an issue that affects 
Americans regardless of their party 
and regardless of their party’s in- 
terest. Everyone uses the internet, 
and it shouldn't fall to businesses to 
decide how we receive service. 

For millennials, as most Long Beach 
State students are, to surrender a 
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tool like the internet that nearly all 
of us use is not an option. 

This is a moment where anyone who 
uses the internet needs to be in- 
volved if it is to remain free. Anyone 
who enjoys Snapchat, Instagram, 
Twitter, Facebook or any other social 
or entertainment media online is 
needed to help defend it from the 
corporatocracy attempting to make 
legislation where it doesn't belong. 
If you want to make your voice heard 
then log on to “battleforthenet.com” 
and write to congress that this vote 
cannot change the way our internet 
is handled. Write your story online 
or go to a Verizon store and join the 
protest. Those in the area who wish 
to make a statement in person are 
encouraged to go to the Lakewood, 
Torrance or their local Verizon store 
as many will be protesting against 
corporate regulation of the internet. 
The internet is ours, and it needs us 
right now. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL 


: Christian Gonzales | Daily 49er 
Long Beach State senior forward Gabe Levin lays it up in Sunday’s game against Stanford at the Walter Pyramid. 
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Long Beach begins its 
two-game road trip at 
Southern Utah. 


By Alex Mafredi 
Assistant Social Media Editor 


Wednesday night's game 
against Southern Utah will be 
a good test for the Long Beach 
State men’s basketball team. 

The team defeated Stanford 
Sunday, and now the team will 
look to continue its win streak 
on the road in Cedar City, Utah. 

While Southern Utah is cur- 
rently riding a two-game win 
streak. 


The Thunderbirds are one © 


of the weaker opponents Long 
Beach has challenged in the last 
month since facing San Francis- 
co State on Nov. 14. 
LBSU (4-6) has played many 
power-conference teams recent- 
ly but it-will be key to not over- 


- look the Thunderbirds. 


Southern Utah is led by guard 
Jadon Cohee who is averaging 
17 points per game and forward 
Jamal Aytes averaging 15 points 
and 7.1 rebounds per game. 

Long Beach will have its hands 
full with Cohee and Aytes in the 
backcourt and the frontcourt. 

“We've got two road games 
this week, and then we [come 
home for] finals? head coach 
Dan Monson said. “But as I’ve 
said all along, I like this team, I 
like their attitude, I like their ef- 
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The 49ers back on the road this week 


| I’ve said all 
along, | like 
this team, | like 
their attitude, | like their 
effort and as a coach that’s 


all you can ask.” 


Dan Monson 


fort and as a coach that’s all you 
can ask.” 

Sunday’s game showed that 
sophomore guard Jordan Griffin 
emerged as a go-to scorer for the 
49ers. 

After getting his first start of 
the season against Stanford, the 
guard will most likely get the 
nod Wednesday as well. 

The Corona native is averag- 
ing 9.1 points per game on an 
impressive 51.1 percent shoot- 
ing from three-point land this 
season. 

Another player making his 
mark this season is senior for- 
ward Gabe Levin. Leading the 
team in scoring with 13.4 points 
per game and eight rebounds, 
Levin is the backbone of this 
year’s team. 

The senior leader will need to 
keep the 49ers together in what 
should be a difficult matchup, 
including the 5,846 ft. elevation 
in Southern Utah. 

The next game for Long Beach 
will be back in Southern Cal- 
ifornia to take on Pepperdine 
Saturday night at 7 p.m in Fires- 
tone Fieldhouse. 
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Athletic director Andy Fee looks forward to his first sports year at Long Beach State. Fee was hired in April as the university’s 12th athletic director. 


PROFILE 


The 12th athletic director of 
Long Beach State is excited 
for his first full year. 


By Zach Handy 
Contributing Writer 


It's 8 a.m. on a Friday and the se- 
mester is in full swing. A thin-framed, 
energetic, 43-year-old staff member is 
eagerly waiting to hit the sidewalks of 
lower campus. 

New Long Beach State Athletic Di- 
rector Andy Fee looks through his 
thick, black-rimmed rectangle glasses 
to check his daily schedule one last time 
before heading out for a full day. 

He heads to water polo first to sit with 
head coach Gavin Arroyo for 20 min- 
utes. The two are discussing putting in 
new lights at the Ken Lindgren Aquat- 
ics Center to make it a better facility for 
night matches. 

Next on the Friday agenda for Fee is 
touching base with softball, where he 
sits down in the stands and watches 
batting practice. 

He waits 10 minutes for head coach 
Kim Sowder to talk about some incom- 
ing freshman and the team’s overall 
progress for the season. 

Fee was hired back in April to take 


over for Interim Athletic Director Cin- 
dy Masner. 

He was one of four candidates to rise 
to the top from an original pool of over 
100 applicants for the position. 

University President Jane Close 
Conoley talked about what made him 
the right choice, de- 
scribing him as “in- 
tensely competitive,” 
and “so enthusiastic 
it’s infectious.” 

“He really stuck 
out to me because of 
his commitment to 
all sports, even the 
club and recreation- 
al sports” Conoley 
said. “His focus on 
academics was very 
important.” 

Conoley noticed 
that Fee’s knowledge of universities 
outside of Long Beach made her feel 
more comfortable with him being the 
next athletic director. For Fee, Long 
Beach was a fantasy about to manifest 
into reality. 

“It's not often that someone gets their 
dream job on the first try,’ Fee said. “I 
was lucky enough to be one of those 
guys.” 

His main focus is on the student ath- 
lete graduation rate, while other things 
that are next to it is “to provide a great 


| believe that in 
order to be the 
——=== best possible 
school we can, we have to 
be champions both in the 
classroom and on the field 


of competition.” 


Fe 


experience in the classroom and on the 
field of success.” 

Fee looks to continue the school’s 
accomplishment of being the only Cal 
State University to finish with a mini- 
mum score or higher all 12 years for the 
Academic Progress Rate. 

This is a mea- 
suring tool created 
by the NCAA that 
tracks the progress a 
school’s athletes are 
making toward their 
degrees. 

Long Beach is in 
the top ten percent 
in the nation in APR, 
and Fee wishes to re- 
main in that upper 
percentile while he 
is here. 

He makes it a 
point that one of the nice things of be- 
ing at a mid-major is that it puts aca- 
demics first. 

“We are not going to be a ‘win at all 
cost’ school,” Fee said. “This four-year 
commitment is about getting them a 
degree that can help set them up for the 
rest of their lives.” 

Though Fee emphasizes the impor- 
tance of education for student athletes, 
that doesn’t mean he’s not interested in 
dominating championships. 

Fee believes Long Beach can win 


Andy Fee 


- Zach Handy | Daily 49er 


A Fee for Long Beach students 


both in the classroom and on the field. 

“One is not mutually exclusive to an- 
other and I believe we are currently do- 
ing both, Fee said. 

Long Beach has won six of the last 
seven Big West Conference Commis- 
sioner Cups. The Commissioner Cup 
is awarded to the school for its on field 
excellence in 17 sports. 

Depending on where the school fin- 
ishes in the conference standings it is 
awarded points and the school with 
the most points across the 17 sports is 
awarded the Commissioner’s Cup. 

“T believe that in order to be the best 
possible school we can, we have to be 
champions both in the classroom and 
on the field of competition,’ Fee said. 

Long Beach currently has an 82 per- 
cent graduation success rate among its 
student athletes. 

Many of the coaches on campus love 
that Fee’s experience comes from the 
mid-major level. 

“Tlove Andy, he is nothing but posi- 
tive energy,’ Sowder said. “Him already 
being in the Big West he really under- 
stands where we are at as a program.” 

In his first full year, Fee is seeking to 
build a foundation that can last here at 
Long Beach. 

His goals are simple; graduate student 
athletes, raise funds to improve all the 
athletic programs, and provide the best 
possible experience for the athletes. 


